	     Killer's wife salutes Amish mercy


The widow of a man who shot dead five Amish girls at a school in the US state of Pennsylvania has thanked the Amish community for their love and support. 

     On October 3, 2006, 32-year-old Carl Charles Roberts IV entered the one-room West Nickel Mines Amish School in Nickel Mines, Pa., and shot 10 schoolgirls, ranging in age from 6 to 13 years old, and then himself. Five of the girls and Roberts died.   In spite, of this horrific crime against the most innocent of a very quiet, private and religious people, the world was even MORE shocked by what happened immediately afterward.        FORGIVENESS.
     Immediately afterward, though incredibly grief stricken, this entire community forgave the dead murderer Carl Roberts.  Then they went a step further.  Knowing that Roberts’ widow and three children were innocent victims as well....forever burdened with the task of being associated with this horrific crime through no fault of their own .... they reached out to MINISTER TO ...Roberts’ family.
     

     Marie Roberts said she and her family were "overwhelmed by the forgiveness, grace and mercy" shown to them following the murders.  The Amish even set up a fund for the Roberts family at a local bank.
     "Your love for our family has helped to provide the healing we so desperately need," Marie Roberts wrote in a letter addressed to Amish friends, neighbors and the local community.
      Please know that our hearts have been broken by all that has happened. We are filled with sorrow for all of our Amish neighbours whom we have loved and continue to love," Mrs Roberts said in a letter.  We know there are many hard days ahead for all the families who lost loved ones, and so we will continue to put our hope and trust in the God of all comfort, as we all seek to rebuild our lives,".
      This is the ultimate example of truly CLUTCH poise in the midst of the most crucial moments of life. Those who’ve been forgiven of much, loves much.  Those who’ve been forgiven of little, loves little. Luke 7:47. We ALL have been generously forgiven. When we stand before God someday – it will be hard to accept just HOW much. Meanwhile, receiving FORGIVENESS and GIVING forgiveness is our ultimate gift. It is also our ultimate medicine for a wounded heart.
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