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Vander Woude
Whether  Thomas Vander Woude was volunteering at church, coaching basketball or working on his farm, son Joseph was often right there.  So when Joseph, 20, who has Down syndrome, fell into a septic tank in his back yard, it was no surprise that Vander Woude jumped in after him and saved him.  Tragically though, he died where he spent so much time living: at his son's side. 
     "That's how he lived," Vander Woude's daughter-in-law and neighbor, Maryan Vander Woude, said yesterday. "He lived sacrificing his life, everything, for his family."  Vander Woude, 66, had gone to Mass at Holy Trinity Catholic Church in Gainesville on Monday, just as he did every day, and then worked in the yard with Joseph, the youngest of his seven sons,  But somehow during that time, Joseph
apparently fell through a piece of metal that covered a 2-by-2 foot opening in the 
 septic tank,   Vander Woude rushed to the tank; while a workman at the house saw what was happening and told Vander Woude's wife, Mary Ellen, police said. They called 911 about 12 p.m. and tried to help the father and son in the meantime.  At some point, Vander Woude jumped in the tank, submerging himself in sewage so he could push his son up from below and keep his head above the muck, while Joseph's mom and the workman pulled from above.   When rescue workers arrived, they pulled the two out, police said. Vander Woude, who had been in the tank for 15 to 20 minutes, was unconscious. Efforts to revive him were unsuccessful, and he was taken to a hospital, where he was pronounced dead, police said. Joseph remains in Prince William Hospital with double pneumonia, in critical condition and on a ventilator.  He doesn’t know yet that his dad has died.
      "He's the kind of guy who would give you the shirt off his back," said neighbor Lee DeBrish. "And if he didn't have one, he'd buy one for you." 
     Vander Woude was a pilot in Vietnam, a daughter-in-law said. After the war, he worked as a commercial airline pilot.   Thomas’ story helps us picture the sacrifice Christ made – who also dove into the muck and waste of our lives – to save us.  It’s the ultimate form of love. Lets NOT waste the second chance at life and ETERNAL life Christ is offering us through it !!  
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