	
THE ULTIMATE EXAMPLE OF “SHAKING IT OFF”

One day a farmer’s donkey fell into an abandoned well. Terrified, the animal cried for hours as the farmer tried to Figure out what to do. Finally, he decided the animal was old and impossible to retrieve. He realized the well needed to be filled to prevent future losses. So he invited all his neighbors to help him. They all grabbed shovels and began to throw dirt into the well.
 At first, when the d o n k e y realized he was b e i n g buried alive, he cried horribly. Then, to everyone’s shock, the donkey quieted down. A few shovel loads later, the farmer looked down the well and was astonished at what he saw. With each shovel of dirt that hit the donkey’s back, the donkey would shake it off and take a step up. As the farmer and his neighbors continued to throw dirt on top of the animal, he would shake it off and take another step up. Soon everyone was amazed as the donkey stepped up over the edge of the well and happily trotted off! 

Life will throw dirt your way and attempt to bury you. however, no one ever g e t s out of life’s wells without a little “dirt” on them or by giving up! The difference is, our “owner” Jesus Christ (he bought us with the price of His life), isn’t trying to harm us!!.  He’s providing the means to escape our struggles!!  Shake the dirt off and OVERCOME!!

For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. Hebrews 12:11
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