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Sorenson remembered for shot that beat Kentucky
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Upon passing, a person is remembered for a myriad of things, and so it was with Dave Sorenson, 54, who died late Tuesday of cancer. 

But as three of his former teammates recalled the traits of the quiet man they nicknamed "Sunshine'' during their time together on the Ohio State basketball team in the late 1960s, the conversations always revolved around "the shot.'' 

"When you think back about a person's life, you think about much more than just an incident or a great moment,'' Bill Hosket said. "With Dave, the thought constantly is just what a consistent, fundamentally sound person this guy was throughout his life and what a great guy he was, as a friend, a husband and a father. He was the best. 

"Then, from there, of course, you go to your fondest memory.'' 

For Hosket, Denny Meadors and Jody Finney, starters on the 1967-68 OSU team with Sorenson, there was no doubt about it. 

"I would say everyone remembers that game at Kentucky,'' Finney said 

They remember the way Sorenson, a sophomore, seized the moment in the frenzied final seconds of the Buckeyes' NCAA Tournament Mideast Regional final against the Wildcats. He broke free, took an inbounds pass from Hosket and banked in a shot from about 10 to 12 feet to beat Kentucky 82-81 on its home floor, Memorial Coliseum in Lexington. 

"I would say that was his moment,'' Meadors said. 

It produced an enduring, spine-tingling chill for all concerned, said Hosket, who was the senior leader on the team. 

"I am sure there have been better teams at Ohio State, but that might have been the single biggest shot in Ohio State basketball history when you think about what emanated from it,'' Hosket said. "To start, it came on Kentucky's home floor in a regional final. 

"And I know for me, it got me to the Final Four, which probably helped make me a first-round NBA draft pick and helped keep me in shape for the Olympic tryouts. That play was a big part of all of our lives.'' 

Sorenson would go on to finish his career as the school's then second-leading scorer and rebounder, be named All-Big Ten his last two seasons and eventually be inducted into the OSU Hall of Fame.. 

"He was just a joy to be around, because not only was he a great basketball player, but he was a first-class individual,'' Meadors said. 

Sorenson went on to play in the NBA, then settled down to the regular life of a sales manager for a food distributor. He died in his hometown of Findlay, 80 miles northwest of Columbus. 

Friends may visit Friday at Coldren Crates Funeral Home on Sandusky Street in Findlay, from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. The funeral service will be at 10 a.m. Saturday at the Evangelical Freedom Church on the east side of Findlay. 

Hosket and Meadors are expecting a strong showing, especially from the 1968 team. 

"We were just talking about how close-knit our team was,'' Meadors said. "Obviously the leader was (coach) Fred Taylor, but we were all very close. And I think that's what made us successful.'' 

The group was never more successful, though, than in those final seconds at Kentucky. 

"I saw (Kentucky coach) Adolph Rupp some time later and he said Dave couldn't make it again from there if he had 100 shots at it,'' Hosket said. "And I said to him, 'Coach, he doesn't have to.' '' 
