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Dan Rumishek and Shawn Lazarus are teammates once again thru Rivals Team Up
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TEAM JAM’S NET VALUE … WORTH MILLION$!!

     One summer about 12 years ago, Baptist Bible College sent their basketball team through our area to help with our ministry as well as learn how to use sport to impact young people. In the process of visiting outdoor basketball courts, we met a young man named Jerome, a ninth grader at Akron Firestone high school.  He was the only one on the basketball court, shooting alone during a hot afternoon. Our entire group descended on him.  It was overkill and hardly the recipe for success. Too many of us, too many strangers, it was hot, he was kind of young.  But Jerome was receptive and God made the best of it.    
One year later Jerome’s high school coach suggested that he and a number of his teammates play for TEAM JAM’s basketball teams and gave his life to Christ during that time with us.  His senior year he was an all-city honoree in both football and basketball.  Soon afterward we played a significant role in arranging about a 90% scholarship to Geneva College in Pennsylvania, which is a Christian college. From there, Jerome has taken the reigns of his life and gone the rest of the way.
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Eventually Jerome transferred to Malone College where he graduated. He was a student teacher for Canton City Schools, played for the Canton Legends of the Arena Football League (2), was a long term substitute teacher in Akron and was the student’s choice as their teacher of the year.  He is a Children’s Church teacher on Sunday mornings, a story teller for youth with the non-profit group Alchemy and is now working with Akron East high school as a coordinator with the Governor’s Education Initiative. This program assists the graduation rates by mentoring 9th graders.
     Jerome is in his mid 20’s.with tremendous energy and charisma.  Among all the fantastic experiences we have had it doesn’t get much more rewarding that seeing a young man like this impacting other young people and asking to be prayed for before his TEAM JAM visitor left his school.  
     We hope to someday record all of the stories we experience like this.  During the week that it took to compile this newsletter, we had the opportunity to: counsel young teens detained for murder, counsel highly honored high school student/athletes hungry to follow Christ, counsel/converse with college and professional athletes, partner with coaches and front office personnel, pastors, and assist great young leaders in obtaining new positions of influence in the community. 
     Some of these young men have signed athletic contracts worth millions or become very influential in the business world and community. Professional and college teams (let alone the communities) profit directly from their performances.  If these athletes become troubled, their academic, personal and athletic performances suffer – and so do those organizations of these athletes and their coaches.  Fundraising for facilities are enabled by the performance of these star athletes and their teams. These schools and teams have a substantial economic impact on the corresponding businesses in the community.  
     And all this is without adding the incalculable savings the worldwide community has saved due to lives that were changed that otherwise would have been a drain on the community due to theft, drug rehab, criminal housing and rehabilitation.  For example, a report published by Ohio’s governor emphasized that just ONE incarcerated juvenile costs the state taxpayers $80,000 per year!  The annual budget of this ministry is less than 40% of what that cost, yet look how many millions of young people are impacted!   How much more effective is it to impact youth BEFORE then.  That also emphasizes the value of your involvement in this ministry, your church, your community, as a coach and at your schools – making it possible for innumerable youth to be diverted from that fate for a fraction of that cost.
     Of course, all this is a bonus. LIVES CHANGED FOR ETERNITY ARE THE REAL REWARD. 
     We intentionally teach a very specific list of principles to help specific individuals who have unique leadership opportunities.  Pro athletes may attract the most notoriety but our leaders whom have significant influence include, public service workers (fireman, police, paramedics), teachers, coaches, counselors, public speakers, juvenile officers, businessmen. The cumulative impact is so dramatic it is now impossible to calculate. 
      Read on and see more about what you have been a part of. We have the best view of the game of life, watching our God work in marvelous ways.  Whether on the sidelines about to be called in to play or actually “in the game”, we are ALL part of this team.  It’s a privilege to be one of your TEAMMATES. 


	

	


