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John E. Saucier, with Greg Lewis, one last time in July of this year.
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“I’m a cracked pot.  I’m a nut!. But I’m screwed into the right bolt!  (which is Jesus Christ)” – Chaplain(Capt) Mike DeRienzo 
ADVISORY BOARD
George Barna - Author  

Dan Cagwin 
Marshall Jennings
Rev. Dave Cunningham
Rich Dauer  MLB coach

Bob Dehart 

Tim Drew – ex-MLB pitcher
Rob Eggers

Pat Gould 
Andy McCollum (NFL)
George Mitchell
Mike Rupp (NHL)

Jim Smith
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“More Than a Game“ poster
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On Dec, 10th, John E. Saucier, went home with Christ.  Taken into the hospital as a precaution due to fever on Dec. 5th, he was diagnosed with Acute Leukemia on the 7th, informed of treatment options on the 9th and died just 24 hrs later.  John was a teacher for 36 years (33 in Medina), involved with TEAM JAM from it’s inception with West Hill Baptist Church (1991) and an original board member.  He was a generous contributor, a volunteer, and assisted in talking to and visiting numerous athletes.  
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       Originally a top high school athlete from Worcester, Massachusetts, he moved to Ohio to attend and play ball at Bowling Green State University.  There he met his future wife, graduated, and became a teacher.  Later, after moving to Medina, Ohio, a neighbor, Rev. David Toro, explained how to have salvation thru Jesus Christ.  It was a divine appointment. The Toro family only lived there one year, in between long term missions in South America and Australia.  

       One of his greatest contributions to the ministry was in 1996-97 when he helped provide Greg Lewis (Winthrop U. basketball All-American, Pro Basketball Star) with transportation to and from Medina Christian school for his senior year so that Greg could graduate.  The daily 15 minute ride that he and friend Lyle McQueeny completed Greg’s 2 hr trip to school and started his trip home.  That year radically changed Greg’s life as a student, athlete and believer.  Greg himself attributes that experience as critical to saving his life.  Even at the viewing and funeral, numerous former students and other men credited “Mr. Saucier” for influencing their lives because of his encouragement and Biblical challenges.  

      The significant impact and example that he had on my life as my father, Godly mentor and incredible friend is the most important human factor behind my desire to similarly impact young people.  

REPLICATION: The Process of Developing BETTER Ambassadors
       Numerous former athletes are replicating what we have done for them. The results are immeasurable. Once, we were introducing these young men to Christ. Now they are impacting their own circles of influence:   Tony Stockman.  Tony (www.stockmanbasketball.com) has hosted fund raising basketball tournaments “Ballin’ for Blindness” in his home town of Medina, with proceeds benefiting the Magic Foundation (www.magicfoundation.org) and special therapy for his oldest son Tayden.  He runs basketball camps, a basketball league and provides private coaching lessons.  His testimony card is distributed by him to hundreds of young people and he made another enormous step as an example in his community when he and his longtime girlfriend Brittany got married in July.  His impact in the community has been so exemplary, even his wedding made the front page of the newspaper. Tony is also still playing pro basketball, this year in Argentina.  
       Jerome Moss. The last couple years Jerome has helped run his church youth group, spoken at retreats, led a tutoring program for at risk kids at Akron East HS and coached.  Now he is substitute teaching in the Akron school district, studying for his masters, still working with the non-profit group Alchemy, Inc (African storytelling for youth), and is an assistant basketball coach at Wayne College.  . 
        Mike DeRienzo. Mike and his wife Debbie (Emily 6, John 2) continue to serve in the Army as chaplain and by preparing other chaplains and their chaplain assistants for their deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan. Mike also tells of meeting TEAM JAM’s (and fellow Hudson HS alum) Josh Holden during a military interview! During his deployment in Iraq, he was side by side with soldiers during their travel, their family struggles, training, battle and severe spiritual and physical wounding.  In many ways, emotional and spiritual wounding have been the greatest challenge! Mike also provides support and ministry to the other trainers within the operations group at Fort Irwin in California. Mike has been in combat and under fire witnessing God’s miraculous protection to him and their troops. Like Mike’s quote to John “It (ministry) gets messy.  You literally got their blood all over you”.  Mike gave his life to Christ October 15,1997 shortly after his brother Matt’s 18 yr old friend Ryan Lawrence died.  
        Jeff Hildebrand. Jeff coaches varsity football at Hudson and middle school basketball.  He leads the FCA chapels with John for Hudson’s football team and leads the middle school FCA meetings he formed, where he teaches, twice a month. He has developed outreach for at-risk students in the school.  He also ran a sports camp this summer for Hudson Community Chapel!    

        Chris Belman. In 2003, Chris was a college student who got permission to film his alma mater’s St. Vincent-St. Mary now famous basketball team during Lebron, Romeo, Dru, Sian and Willie’s senior season.  Recognizing that the main influence behind all the success was the faith in Christ of head coach Dru and our work with the players, he began adding that part to the story as well. During one of the necessary filmed interviews, the interview was turned on him and resulted in him pursuing Christ as his Savior/Lord as well. 

         It took six more years for him to turn his footage into the major motion picture documentary More Than a Game, which centered on Coach Dru and the “5” players’ impact on each other, including their faith in God.   The movie was in theatres this fall all over the country and around the world.  Though the ministry name is not mentioned, they invited us to the premier in Akron and shared personal sentiment to us regarding the integral role TEAM JAM played.  “More than a Game” is not an evangelical movie but the story serves as an example of impact young people and honoring God. We are impressed with the powerful product young Chris produced and how the movie will spur other coaches and parents to teach similar values and standards. 
        “SUCCESS” IS WHEN AN UNSELFISH SERVANT USES ALL OF THEIR RESOURCES TO HONOR GOD AND INVEST IN THE NEXT GENERATION.

	


