	ON A PERSONAL NOTE!
Our original AAU programs have been replaced with John’s natural involvement in the lives of his own children. This includes  two different youth baseball teams, youth football, youth basketball teams, soccer, wrestling, track and the church’s AWANA program. It’s staggering to realize how many people one family can have the opportunity to minister to just by being present at their own children’s athletic events.
[image: image1.jpg]



Dave Spohn – Hudson HS

Dave is a Hudson HS teacher, president of his teachers union, and former coach.  This past summer, Dave insisted on John joining him and other Hudson coaches at the College Baseball World Series.  He was sure the experience would reveal ministry opportunities. Since the MLB draft was held one week prior to the event, it was easy to identify CWS participants who were drafted by teams we work with and meet them.  Coach Spohn also helps head up the annual Leadership Retreat at Hudson high school. This year he permitted John to be one of the speakers to the nearly 150 Hudson’s students and arranged for us to bring 4 students from the Ted Ginn Academy as guests.     
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Travis Fryman (Mahoning Scrappers manager), Kurt Kelly (Streetsboro), David Lee Morgan (reporter / author),  Photographer David Carr, Ted Ginn.   Ohio State coach Eric Lichter. San Diego Christian U baseball coach.  Chris Bando., and Streetsboro JV coach Stephen Laird are all sports figures who have been hospitable in assisting us in ministering.
	PARTNERS:  We met these young adults early in their spiritual life. We have been overwhelmed by the dynamic ways God is using their lives.    

   Shawn and Molly Lazarus. Shawn has been chaplain of the Akron Aeros Double A, Indians), initiating ministry to the Michigan U. fb team, mentoring local high school athletes, leading Rivals Team Up (www.rivalsteamup.com), and joining with Molly in directing Safety City in Canal Fulton and at the Aeros baseball field.  
    Jason and Brandon Wallace. Brandon and Tara continue their ministry to children at their church.  Jason and Brandon’s “Holy Hip Hop” group continue to produce new songs and perform concerts all over Ohio  (www.divinesoldiers.com)  Their ministry now also includes mentoring and producing music for nine aspiring Christian groups. 
   Jeff McIntyre. (www.j-mack.com) Jeff also evangelizes through his hip hop music. Jeff recently married, released his first CD, and performs concerts in Indiana. His lyrics are powerful and he and his wife effective because of their complete commitment to ministering to young people.  We met Jeff 4 yrs ago when speaking in Springfield, Illinois. 
   Cody Strait. Cody (and wife Melissa) are ministering full time  as youth pastor near Austin, Texas during their off season.  Though Cody is still an active professional baseball player, he serves the church and visits schools and teams. They have seen their youth group grow from around 20 to over 60 just since September.  Cody still plays in the Tampa Bay system.
PEERS:  These men are long time friends who have given us access to countless ministry opportunities:

  Kevin Sunde.  Kevin and his wife Sandy continue to host basketball instruction, camps, baseball practices, retreats, and outings at their 30 acre property. 
   Dru Joyce.  The movie “More than a Game” was released this fall.  Dru openly emphasized the role that his faith in God played in their success.  This was evident in the movie and in Q & A sessions after each premier viewing in target cities around the world.  Dru made sure we were invited to the Akron premier. He also continues to coach high school basketball at St. Vincent-St. Mary HS in Akron and run basketball camps and tournaments involving hundreds of girls and boys teams from all over the country and gives us a continuous open door to minister. 
MORE COACHES:  All these TEAM JAM athletes are now coaching – Barry Chamberlain (from Dubois, Pa./ now coaching basketball in Texas), Matt Futch (from Buchtel HS & Akron U./ now coaching at St. V – St. Mary), Jeff Gough (from Hudson HS / now Hudson HS Football), Corey Jones (from St. V-St. Mary/ now Walsh U.), Willie McGee (from St. V-St. Mary / now Akron U. basketball), Charlie McKee (from Garfield HS/ now Firestone HS basketball), Josh Timmons (from Kenston HS/ now Kenston HS basketball), Brandon Weems (from St. V-St. Mary/ now U. Kentucky basketball) Tony Overton (from Glenville HS/ now Glenville HS). Tron Jenkins (from Barberton HS & Akron U/ now  Akron St. V-St. Mary). 
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Shawn and Molly Lazarus
[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



J-Mac – hip hop’n in Indy
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LeBron James and Dru Joyce


	RIVALS TEAM UP
RIVALS TEAM UP is a ministry targeting Ohio State and Michigan football players.  Additional opportunities with Michigan developed this year as a result of Michigan alum Shawn Lazarus’ relationship with Elliot Mealer. After meeting Michigan recruit Elliot Mealer at an FCA fundraising event with Joel Penton (Ohio State), 3 yrs ago, Shawn intensified his ministry with Elliot after the tragic loss of Elliot’s girlfriend and father when they were all hit by another car. Their friendship was observed by Michigan Head Coach Rich Rodriguez and led to his contacting Shawn to speak and minister directly to the team.

God has impacted players ever since. Visits with coach led to assisting Bible Studies and ministry being led by the team strength coach, Mike Barwis. George Lilja (Michigan, Cleveland Brown alum) joined the efforts. Shawn shared with numerous Michigan players about how God changed his life since his playing days at Michigan thru three speaking opportunities at Athletes in Action Bible Studies. Players are responding to Christ as a result.    

The program and Coach Rod have been through two difficult seasons on the field and off, creating tremendous receptiveness to ministry.  Even though we “Buckeye” fans can’t bring ourselves to root for them (smile), we are passionate about seeing God impacting the lives of the team for eternity. 
FAITHFUL SUPPORTERS
The core of our ministry support comes from five churches.  Their combined support equals $17,000. Maranatha Bible of Akron is the primary sponsor behind Shawn Lazarus’ ministry to the Akron Aeros professional baseball team.  West Hill Baptist (Akron) has faithfully supported the longest (since 1991).  Medina First Baptist has been our most generous supporter, since 1994. Hope Community (Hudson) also continues supporting us financially and serves as a ministry partner.  Faith Baptist (Streetsboro) generously allows us to use their church gym for athletic outreach.  All these churches have played a major role in ministering to our families personally as well.  This makes for the fondest of memories and experiences together for both Shawn and John and our families. 
FINANCES
Donations at the end of 2008 dramatically met our bills (which is just a little over $30,000 for all of John and Shawn’s expenses) and made it possible for us to end the year “in the black”. TEAM JAM staff are not compensated. Donations are used strictly to help us access and communicate with young adult leaders and children. This year our donation income is presently $7,000 less than normal.

	
	
	
	


